
 

 

GPAHU BOARD OF DIRECTORS BOARD 
MEETING 
Minutes 

Tuesday - October 18, 2016 
1pm – 2pm 

Call in number:  800-658-9897 
Access code:  8645616 

 
 

Call to Order at 1:18pm 

 

Old Business 

1. Approve minutes for meetings: 

a. 08/23/16 – Strategy meeting minutes – Bryan 

Yates Motioned for approval, Bernie Hynes 

seconded – board approved minutes 

unanimously. 

 

b. 09/20/16 – Board meeting minutes – Ben Frelka motioned for approval of minutes,  

Bernie Hynes seconded motion – board approved minutes unanimously. 

 

2. Budget – Treasurers report – Per Brian changes are being made to budget and will be 

update to be discussed at upcoming meeting. 

 

3. Discuss Golf Tournament –  
Per Jeff Wilkinson – we have four paid foursomes.  Most sponsors have responded back 
with their foursome and/or twosomes….Only HN has indicated they will not use the 
foursome.  Jeff asked them if they would like to gift the foursome to someone.  The golf 
course has an events teams – we will have a room.  We will do registration at front of the 
course.  Jeff  W. requests that board members ask about raffle items and goodie bags.  
We are asking for 100 items for goodie bags.  We need at least 72 golfers, if all sponsors 
fill their spots we will meet this minimum number.   Sponsors have provided 
approximately 48 golfers names so far.  Some people were not able to register online so 
invite was updated to ask folks to contact Jeff.  Per Camille we can update online 
registration.  Per Jeff, he prefers to have the folks contact him verses the online 
registration.  Meredith asks about sponsors – who can sponsor?  Mike Ward indicates 
sponsors are typically non-brokers.   Heather McDougall states that Wage works is ready 
to pay for the foursome and sponsorship.  Bryan Yates will send an invoice to Wage 
Works for payment and requested Heather send him the contact information.  Per 
Heather - Brooks Knoll has signed up for foursome.  Bryan Yates confirms that 
registration is complete for Brooks Knoll.  Meredith Carter would like to assist Camille 
with picture taking on day of the tournament.  Terry Rulon will send invite to all board 
members for “set-up”  Bryan Yates confirmed he will be at registration desk, but will need 
time to warm up as he will be playing in the tournament.   Jeff Wilkinson asked Bryan 
Yates to pick up gift cards for winners.  Per Jeff Wilkinson, we still need four bigger prizes 
for closest to the pin, and the longest drive (Men’s and women’s).  Michael Ward will 
contact Tammy Kennedy to see if we can get driver(s) or putter(s) for this.  Per Jeff – we 
didn’t have putters and drivers last year and we ended up giving them golf balls.  Heather 
McDougall to check and see if she can donate a Cancun vacation for raffle. 

GPAHU BOARD MEMBERS: 
In attendance 
Heather McDougall- President 
Jeff Wilkinson, Programs 
Bryan Yates, Treasurer 
Bernie Hynes, Legislation 
Natalie Daricek, Membership/Retention 
Meredith Carter, Awards 
Camille Jehle, Public Service 
Ben Frelka, Vanguard 
Michael Ward, Programs 
Terry Rulon, Secretary 
 
In Absent 
Bill Bruno, HUPAC 
David Slepak, Communications 
Moe Deregis, Media 
 
Open positions 
President –elect,  
LPRTChair 
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Meredith Carter will assist with golf tournament calls to sponsors for raffle and goodie bag 
items.  Terry Rulon will send Meredith the list of past sponsors, etc., and include invite to 
golf conference call and tournament.  Jeff requests all goodie bag items to him no later 
than the Monday before the tournament (11/14/16)   
 

 Ben Frelka will be contributing chapsticks and pens.   

 David Slepack – donating pens. (delivered to Jeff today) 
 

 
 

4. New Business 

Per Heather – Moe Deregis does not have time to be the media chair.  Heather is 

appointing Noah Oropeza as our new media chair.  Per Heather – the job description of 

the media chair is the “national” description, so she has contacted national to do an 

introductory call to Noah to advise him of responsibilities, etc.  Per Michael Ward, the 

media chair should be making sure that the media is aware of the activities of the 

association.  National has a list of media contacts for Arizona.  Heather will contact Moe 

for letter of resignation and then she can appoint Noah officially. 

 
5. Committee Reports 

a. Awards – Meredith Carter:   

Meredith met with Andrea Brody for direction and to discuss NAHU website and 

how to track everything we do on basecamp. Andrea and Meredith discussed 

pacesetter.  Meredith will be emailing each of the chairs to highlights what we can 

do in order to win awards in addition to Pacesetter (if applicable).  Meredith will 

submit everything electronically instead of submitting a binder this year.  In the 

past the awards submissions have been extremely difficult.  Meredith asks that we 

save everything we do on basecamp so she can assemble everything and submit 

it.  In addition to Pacesetter – there are some smaller awards we may be able to 

qualify.  Per Heather – each board member should recruit 1 member to meet the 

100% participation award.  To date, Camille Jehle, Ben Frelka, Heather 

McDougall, Terry Rulon….have brought in new members.  Others were unsure if 

they have recruited members.  Heather to run membership report and let us know 

who is still in need of a member. 

 

b. Fundraising – Michael Ward: 

Per Michael Ward – we are not as a chapter really “fundraising” this is done on a 

national level and that we may not need a committee report, but he can do that if 

desired. Michael asked if BCBSAZ will continue as a platinum sponsor in 2017.  

Terry Rulon confirmed hat BCBSAZ is committed to continuing sponsorship in 

2017, and that payment will need to wait until after 1/1/17.  BCBSAZ will also need 

an invoice for that – Michael Ward stated he will provide that to Terry Rulon.  

Michael asked how someone could “sponsor a lunch” Heather has been contacted 

by Cigna asking that they have the ability to sponsor a luncheon and specifically 

they want to discuss their individual dental products.  Per Bernie – he received a 
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note from a broker saying Cigna is not paying commissions.  Bernie continues by 

saying that if Cigna tries to promote their products at a luncheon he feels it is likely 

that the brokers in attendance would be alienated.  

 

c. Membership – Natalie Daricek (no report) 

 

d. Communications – David Slepak (no report) 

 

e. HUPAC – Bill Bruno (no report) 

 
f. Legislation – Bernie Hynes:  We were talking about the issue of whether a broker 

can charge fees for placing individual policies.  Jennifer Farrell has had several  
conversations over the past 8 months.   Per Bernie – the official stance from 
Jennifer is that AAHU cannot formally endorse or advise brokers to charge fees.  
Brokers would need to proceed on their own regarding this issue.  Whether that 
means charge, don’t charge, or contact DOI for guidance.  Bernie would have liked 
for us to give some type of direction more than this.    The Lobbyist is introducing a 
new bill in January with new legislative session to either clarify that this allows 
brokers to charge fees or this is only applicable to p & c brokers. Its good to know 
that we’re introducing legislation.  We have been working on this for 8 months and 
we haven’t gotten any further than when we first initiated this.  Bernie is expecting 
an article from Jennifer regarding this.  Bernie is concerned that this does not 
address the immediate pressing concern, of what brokers are to do in the interim?  
There are many brokers that are in a precarious position with large books of 
individual business. 
 

g. Media Relations – Introducing Noah (no report) 
 

h. Programs/ Prof Development – Jeff Wilkinson/Michael Ward 
Per Michael – we do have a speaker lined up for the November meeting.  Marcy 
from NAHU (in lieu Janet Trautwein)   
 

i. Public Service – Camille Jehle: 

Bummer that charity partner (Not my kid) could not attend today’s meeting.  We 

collected $105.00.  Camille is considering inviting them again since we didn’t have 

a great turnout this month.   

 

Two charities for selections for upcoming meeting and golf tournament to consider.   

Camille informs the board that she would like the golf tournament in November to 

benefit Human trafficking prevention charity,  but that January is “human trafficking 

awareness” month and she would like to have them at the January luncheon.  

Terry Rulon confirmed that we have had a charity partner attend the golf 

tournament and a luncheon and that should not be a problem.  Camille also has a 

charity partner that assists people with home renovations, and accessibility – 

building things like ramps for people that need them in their homes.  Camille asks 

if ther is any problem with using “Angel tree” a religious based charity that provides 

Christmas items for children that have a family member in prison.  Board in 
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agreement that this should not be an issue.  Terry Rulon confirms that historically 

we have had some charity partners that were religiously based and this has not 

been a problem. 

 

j. Vanguard – Ben Frelka 

i. Timeline for scholarship and pending items – has contacted the school for 

opportunities to provide scholarships. 

ii. Internship - Has contacted school for potential internships.  He is looking for 

a contact name at the college.  

iii. Met a new broker today and will be meeting them to discuss additional 

oportunites for this 

 

6. Open discussion, housekeeping, thoughts, etc. 

Jeff will discuss the timeline at country club to make sure we have room for 2 hours as 
we “ran out of time” and had to quickly end the board meeting. 
 
Michael Ward thinks we need to discuss what we’re doing for the holidays this year.  
Camille suggests perhaps we should survey membership to see if they would prefer 
happy hour or luncheon. 
 

7. Next Board Meeting:  11/15/16 – immediately following GPAHU luncheon 

 

8. Adjournment – 2:05pm. 

 
 


